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fis of the laft Importance to feafon the Paffi- 
ms of a-Child with Devotion, which feldom 
dics ina Mind that. has received an early Tin- 
dure of it. Though it may feem extinguithed 
























wij, or the Allurements of Vice, it generally 
yout and difcovers it {elf again as foon as 
on; Confideration, Age or Misfortunes have 
fie Man to himfelf. The Fire may be co- 
doverlaid, but cannot be entirely quenched 


Mevotion, is a cold, lifelefs, infipid Condi- 
PUctue 5 and is rather to be ftiled Philofo« 


omeeptions, and fills it with mare, fablime 
fa any that are to be met-with inthe moft 
iSeries and at the fatne time warms and 


tiboul-more than fen{ual-Pleafare: 


Bbeeh‘obferved by fome Writers, that ‘Man 
mdiftinguifhed from the. Animal World by 
Pitre by Reafon, as feveral Brute Crea- 

immering of Reafon, though they betray in 
Ci ftance of theirBehaviour any thing 
tats the leaft Affinity 'to Devotion. Iris cer- 

Fropentiy of the Mind.to Religious Wor- 
the Natura 

Superior Being for Succour'in Dangers and 
Mi,’ the Gratitude to 4p invifible” Superin- 
mM that rifes ih us upgn receiving any ..extra- 
may and wnexpected. goad-Fortune ; the Aas 
#it\Admiration with; which the’ Thoughts 
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mM. we. fo “wonderfully, .tranfported ‘in me- 
ms pon the Divine Peefections ; and the uni- 
PMONcurrence of all the Nations under Heaven 
he ea Article of Adoration, plainly thew. that 
ee: igious Worfkip myft be the effec 
peaition from fome firft Foimder of Man- 
B ( that it is conformableto the Natural Light 
pelon, Or that it proceeds from an Inftin& im- 

nthe Soul it felf. Formy part I look upon 
to. be theconcurrent Caufes, but which-ever 
fen thal be affigned as the Principle of Divine 
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while by the Cares of the World, the Heats . 


fe of Temperance, Sobriety. and Juttice . 


Religion. -Devotion opens the Mind to: 


ficover.in their Actions fomething like a 


endency:af the Soul. to -fly to’ 


‘ Worhhip, it manifeftly points to a Supreme Being as 


the firft Author of it. 


I may take fome other Opportunity of confidering 
thofe particular Forms and..Methods of Devotion 
which are taught us by Chriftianity, but hall here 
obferve into what Errors even this DivinePrinciple 
may fometimes lead us, when it is not moderated 
by thatrigit Reafon which was given usas the Guide 
of all our Adtions. 


. The two great Errors into which a miftaken De- 
votion may betray us, are Enthifiafm and Superiti- 
tion. | 


~There is not a more melancholy Objeé.thaa. a 
Mati: who has his Head turned with Religious En- 
thufiafm, A Perfon that is crazed, tho’ with Pride 
or-Malice, is a Sight very mortifying to Human 
Nature; but when the Diftemper arifes from any 
indifcreet Fervours of Devotion, or too intenfe an 
Application of the Mind to its miftaken Duties, it 
deferves our Compaffion in a more particular man- 
ner. We may however learn this Leffon from it, 
that fince Devotion it felf (which,one would be apt 
to think could not be too warm) may diforder the 
Mind, unlefs its Heats are tempered with Caution 
and Prudence, we fhould be particularly careful to 
Keep our Reafon as.cool as poffible, and to guard 
our. felves in all Parts of Life. againft the Influence 
of Paffion, Imagination, and Conffitution. ° ' 


Devotion, when it does not lie under the Check 
of Reafon, is very apt to degenerate into Enthufiafin. 
When, the Mind. finds her felf very, much jnflamed 
wish, her Devotions, the is.t9o much _ in¢lined 
to think they are not of her own kindlin Be but 
blown up by fomething Divirle within her. If fhe in- 
duiges this Thought too far, and humours the grow- 
ing Paffion, fhe at laft flings her felf itttd secegrery 

Raptures and Extafies; and when :onceé fhe ‘fanties 
her felf under the Influence of a Divine Impulfe, 
it isno wonder if the flights Human Ordinances 
and refufes to comply with any eftablifhed Formo 
-Religion, as thinking her felf dire&ted by a much 
fuperior Guide, , 
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As Enthufiafm is a kind of Excefs in Devotion, 
Superftition is the Excefs not only of Devotionpbut 
of Religion in general aceording to an old en 
Saying, qdoted by Aulus Gellins, Religentem effe 
eportet, Keligiofum nefass A Man th be Reli- 
gious, not Superftitious: For as the Agthor tells us, 
Nigidius obferved upon this Paffage, that ali the Le- 
tin Words which terminate in ofes imply vitious Cha- 
raéters, and the having of any Quality to an Excefs. 


AnEnthufiaftin Religion is likean obftinateClown, 
a Superftitious Man like an infipid Courtier. En- 
thufiafm has fomething in it of Madnefs, Super- 
ftition of Folly. Molt of the Seéts that fall thore 
of the Church of England, have in them ftron 
Tin@ures of Enthufiafm, as the Romaz Catholic 
Religion is one huge overgrown Body of childih 
and idle Superititions. 


The Romaz Catholick Church feems indeed irre- 
coverably loft in this Particular. If an abfurd Drefs 
or Behaviour be introduced in the World, it 
will foon be found out and difearded : On thecon- 
trary, aHabitor Ceremony, tho’ never fo ridiculous, 
that has taken Sanétuary in the Church, fticks in it 
for ever. A Gothic Bithop, es thought it pro- 
per to repeat fuch a Form in fach particular Shoes 
of SI Another fantied it would be very de- 
cent if fuch a Part of publick Devotions were per- 
formed with a Mitre on his Head, and a Crofier in 
his Hand. To this a Brother Vandal, as wife as 
the others, adds an antick Drefs, which he con- 
ceived would allude very aptly to fach and fuch 
Myfteries, till by ees the whole Office degene- 
rates into an empty Show. 


Their Succeffors fee the Vanity and Inconveni- 
enceof thefe Ceremonies, butinftead of reforming, 
add others, which they think more fignifi- 

cant, and which take Poffeffion in the fame man- 
ner, and are never to be driven out after they have 


been once admitted. J have feen the Pope officiate 


at Saint Peters, where, for two Hours together, he 
was bufied in putting on or off his different Ac- 
coutrements, according to the different Parts he was 
to a& in them. 


Nothing is fo glorious in the Eyes of Mankind, 
and ornamental to. Human Nature, fetting afide 
the infinite Advantages that arife from it, as aftrong 
fteady mafculine Piety ; but Enthufiafm and Super- 
ftition are the Weaknefles of Human Reafon, that 

fe us to the Scornand Derifion of Infidels, and 
fuk vs even below the Beafts that perith. 


Idolatry may be looked upon as another Error 
arifing .from miftaken Devotion; but  becaufe 
ns On that Subje& would be of no’ uafé 

to .an Englifo Reader, { thall not enlarge upon it. 


Ervaca ix the loft, Col.3. L.08. for isos walle, 
tend dyucy ra]ase 
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ADVERTISEMENT OT 


By Her Majefty's Company of Come : 
T the Theatre Réyal in Drury-Lane ei = ie 
T ap grees § wie al the ween Do ab a 
Sar, Miley Macs by Mr. Wilks de: King by tgs beet 
by Mr. Powell, Lenox by Mr. Booth, Seycon by Mr Hane 
cate by Mr, Jobnfon, three Witches by Mr. sy Mr. P 
and voullock, Lady Mackbeth by-Mrs: Kaight; Lady 
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legium of all choice Figg 
the Vodertakers H. the Corner ef 
ur Taylor at the Ship in waka _ 
A Houfe hat be Lett in Denmark-fircet bySt.G 
? area : 
houfe and Stables. Require Mr atte e phere. 
end of the faid Streec, or of Mr. John Evans, Bricklayer, x 
Rails in Queenftreet by the Seven Dyals, i 
To be fold by the Merchant at his Houfe in} 
cin lane, nex’ Door to Tho, Palmer, iq; a freth Parcel of eh 
Wines, vit» Obrion Claret, at 3 4. a Boule. Hirmitage ang 
at 56.8 Flask; no lels Quantity hag a Dozen, Ps 4 , 
* Wines to be fold by Retajl. © Ri 
Excellent Red and White Port, and Red and 
Lisbon, being peat Wines as vy came from che Grape, of th 
Growth imPormgal. ‘To be fold by the Im in a Veig 
bsot: Court in Philpet-Lane, viz, Red and White Porc ot 54)) 
jon, er 141, per Hhd. Red aod White Lisbon at $% 6dene 
lon, or 161. per Ehd, i i 


Letters and 


: Methods « 
Ordering and Improving Fruit and Kitchin-Gerden, mogul 
the Manner of papa Flowers, | 
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Roem, in-t¢ Books, by Mr, Joa Mea) 
feat Elziver ‘Letter in finall Pode ak: he 
Shakepeu’s hel neopl R 
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